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Core Curriculum, Instruction, and 

Learning Environment
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Core Curriculum

What is 

evidence-

based core 

curriculum?



A Curriculum: A Curriculum:

Is the “unpacking” or restating of the state standards into 

a set of skills to be learned.

Is not a copy of the state standards or indicators. 

Is a well-conceived hierarchy of skills based on students’ 

cognitive, language, and social-emotional development. 

Is not a scope and sequence chart from a publisher, 

chapter headings from a textbook, or titles of stories. 

Is developed by all teachers working in collaborative 

grade level and content area teams.

Is not developed by a few people in the school or district 

or by a publishing or textbook company. 

Is a planning and teaching tool that effects instruction as 

teachers adapt, modify, and change it to meet the needs of 

the learners.

Is not a document that sits on a shelf and never changes.

Includes content, skills, assessments, state standards, and 

other information that teachers use in their planning and 

teaching. 

Is not simply a restating of the state standards/indicators?

Describes what students need to know and be able to do.  Is not a description of what the teacher will do. 

Is aligned, that is, lines up with the state standards and 

across and within grade levels and content areas with 

increasing cognitive difficulty occurring at each level. 

Is not individually unique with each teacher developing 

his/her own interpretation of the standards/indicators and 

without agreement within or across grade levels. 



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: Five Essential 

Components of a High Quality Curriculum

Content – The subject matter, events, and facts; are stated as a noun or noun 
phrase.

Skills – What the learner must be able to know or do (in relationship to the 
content); is stated using action verbs and is the most important piece of the 
curriculum.

Formative Assessment – How the learning will be measured on a daily or 
weekly basis.  

Time Frame – Listing of the month or week the teaching will occur.

State standard – According to Indiana Department of Education website, 
Indiana Academic Standards describe what Indiana students should know 
and be able to do.  However, when implementing the curriculum mapping 
process the standards need to be “unpacked” further to determine the 
specific skills that underlie the standards. The standards alone do not 
provide detailed delineation of the skills.  

Additional Components – Activities, resources, essential questions.



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

Curriculum Mapping

 Become familiar with the Indiana Standards 
(academic and behavioral) both vertically and 
horizontally 

 “Unpack” the standards

 Decide when skills will be taught

 Note content area (e.g. Reading: Literary 
Analysis)

 Determine essential questions

 Develop common assessments

 Select various activities appropriate to students’ 
abilities



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

“Unpacking” the Standards

9.3.3 Analyze interactions between characters in 

a literary text and explain the way those 

interactions affect the plot.

Skills: Students will learn to analyze the ways 

interactions between characters affect the plot. 

They will learn more about a character by 

interpreting what the character says about 

himself/herself.



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

“Unpacking” the Standards

Now you try it.  

What skills would demonstrate mastery of 

this standard?

9.2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings 

on issues or topics that can be researched



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

When to Teach

 Align the teaching so that standards are 
not re-taught each year but instead 
require higher cognitive skills at each 
level. 

 Determine which skills can be taught 
together in lessons (e.g. Character 
analysis, ironies, figurative language)

 Decide when it makes sense to teach 
these skills (Will the skills be essential     
to future learning?)



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

Common Assessments

 Curriculum based assessments (focus on 
individual skills) – formative assessments

 Curriculum based measurements (assess 
mastery of multiple skills) – summative 
assessments

 Use a variety of strategies

 Assessments should evaluate application 
of skills, not simply content knowledge



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

Common Assessment Strategies

• Observations – anecdotal records and narratives

• Portfolios

• Criteria checklist

• Constructed response

• Mixed format test

• Presentations

• Performance tasks

• Rubrics

• Questioning strategies

• Student-created graphic organizers



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

“Unpacking” the Standards

Now you try it.  

Write formative assessment (CBA) items for 

the student skills you identified for this 

standard.

9.2.3 Generate relevant questions about readings on 

issues or topics that can be researched



Evidence-based Core Curriculum: 

Curriculum Mapping

Subject Area: Eng/Lang Arts     Grade: 9    Time Frame: Oct 3-10

Skills Formative/

Summative 
Assessments

Content Area Standards & 
Indicators

Resources

Students will 
learn to 
analyze the 
ways 
interactions 
between 
characters 
affect the plot. 
They will learn 
more about a 
character by 
interpreting 
what the 
character says 
about 
himself/herself.

Have each 
student choose 
a character 
from a short 
story and give 
a two-minute 
response to the 
book from that 
character’s 
perspective.

READING: 
Comprehension 
and Analysis of 
Literary Text 

9.3.3 Analyze 
interactions 
between 
characters in a 
literary text 
and explain the 
way those 
interactions 
affect the plot.

English Lit 
Text: Gift of the 
Magi



Wrap-Up

What have you learned?



Wrap-Up

Any questions or comments?
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